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Book-Pourri
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It's hard to believe how the school
year is slipping by. I hope that you will
be able to find time to enjoy a good book
with your students, or just for your own
pleasure and learning. If you have a
favorite book that you can recommend
to others, please share it with me for a
future column. Send your reviews, or
review copies, to: 1750 Woodgate Dr.,
Troy, MI 48083.

this book, he has invented a Mini-Box
that can make anything as small as a
mouse - which can create a few problems. How he solves them, and keeps on
inventing, makes for an enjoyable read!
Henkes, Kevin. Owen. (Greenwillow,
1993, $14.00, ISBN 0-688-11449-0 TR).
Every child who has treasured a special blanket will identify with this
delightful story. Owen had a fuzzy yellow blanket that he took everywhere.
Whenever his parents did something to
discourage him, he met the challenge
and kept his blanket. However, when he
was starting school, his parents said he
had to give it up, and Owen is heart-broken until his mom comes up with the
perfect solution.

FOR YOUNG READERS
Fleming, Denise. In the Small, Small
Pond. (Holt, 1993, $15.95, ISBN 0-80502264-3).
The youngest readers will love this
frog's eye view of life in a little pond.
Bright and cheery illustrations using the
unique technique of this Toledo-based
artist take the reader through the four
seasons. From springtime when the frog
leaps into the pond until he finally burrows deep into the ground to wait for
spring to come again, it is a pleasure to
share his adventure.

ANIMALS, ANIMALS EVERYWHERE
Amosky, Jim. Every Autumn Comes
the Bear. (Putnam, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0399-22508-0).
The wooded hill behind the Amosky
farm is a wild and rugged place. Each
autumn, a bear shows up. He examines
the area carefully, and finally finds a den
amid the rocks where he settles into
hibernate for the winter.

Fox, Mem. Time for Bed. Illustrations
by Jane Dyer. (Gulliver/Harcourt, 1993,
$13.95, ISBN 0-15-288183-2).
Darkness has fallen! It is time for a
story and then off to bed. Utilizing
rhyming couplets, the author tells how
all the little animals are tucked in for a
fine good night. The illustrations make
you want to snuggle in along with all the
characters in the book.

Cannon, Janell. Stellaluna. (Harcourt,
1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-15-280217-7).
When Stellaluna, a fruit bat, is separated from her mother, she lands in a
nest with three baby birds and their
mother. The mother bird brings insects
which Stellaluna eats in order to survive.
The little bat also has to learn other bird
ways until she is finally reunited with
her own bat mother. This is a marvelous
look at the lives of two kinds of winged

Gackenbach, Dick. Tiny for a Day.
(Clarion, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-395-656168).
Sydney is one of my favorite story
people. He is always inventing things. In
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creatures, as well as a wonderful look at
the meaning of friendship.

emerge along the shores of Lake
Michigan in the early 1800's. In the adjacent forest, they meet and make friends
with Meggie LaFramboise, a female fur
trader who lived and worked in
Michigan from 1780-1846, and her assistant, LeClarie, a mountain man with a
French name and African ancestry. The
adventures that follow include being
chased by an evil trader, an adventurous
canoe trip on Lake Michigan, and a stay
at Mackinac Island. (Review submitted
by Kristi Karls, teacher at West Ottawa
Middle School, Holland, Michigan.)

Paulsen, Gary. Dogteam. Illustrations
by Ruth Wright Paulsen. (Delacorte,
1993, $15.95, ISBN 0-385-30550-8).
Most books by this author, who is
speaking at the 1994 MRA Conference,
are addressed to the middle and high
school audience, so it was a special treat
to find one that will also be enjoyed by
younger children as well. This prose
poem takes the reader on a moonlit winter ride with a team of dogs pulling a
sled. With our upper peninsula becoming
a mecca for dogsledding, this book is a
fine introduction to this sport.

Ringgold, Faith. Dinner at Aunt
Connie's House. (Hyperion, 1993,
$14.95, ISBN 1-56282-426-0).
Melody and her family go to Aunt
Connie's for their annual dinner. It's
always a special occasion for her artist
aunt unveils her newest works at this
event. This year is really special for they
meet her adopted cousin for the first
time, and when the two children investigate the attic, they discover twelve
paintings of famous African-American
women can speak to them. This blend of
story, art, and history is bound to inspire
all readers!

Schories, Pat. He's Your Dog. (Farrar,
1993, $15.00, ISBN 0-374-32906-0).
When his puppy chews one shoe too
many and Mother threatens to get rid of
him, a young boy decides to run away.
As he begins to plan just what to do, he
realizes this could only create more
problems, and he finally comes up with
just the right solution.
INSPIRING LIVES:
FACT AND FICTION
Adler, David A. A Picture Book of
Rosa Parks. Illustrations by Robert
Casilla. (Holiday, 1993, $15.95, ISBN 08234-1041-2).
This biography of Detroit resident
Rosa Parks will open up her life to the
youngest readers. It covers her birth in
Tuskegee, Alabama, her childhood, her
protest in 1955 which marked the beginning of the civil rights movement, and
her continuing work today for equal
treatment of all people.

San Souci, Robert D. Cut From the
Same Cloth: American Women of Myth,
Legend, and Tall Tale. Illustrations by
Brian Pinkney. (Philomel, 1993, $16.95,
ISBN 0-399-21987-0).
When researching bigger-than-life
American folk heroes, San Souci found a
lack of American heroines, or so it
seemed. After much more delving, he
has found many overlooked heroines,
such as Annie Christmas, Old Sally Cato,
Sal Fink, Sister Fox, Otoonah and
Hiiaka. These women come from many
traditions and represent diverse areas of
the United States-their stories are full
of excitement, humor, and courage.
Altogether the fifteen stories are a fascinating collection to be enjoyed by everyone.

Panagopoulos, Janie Lynn. Traders in
Time. (River Road Publications, 1993,
$13.95, ISBN 0-938682-24-5).
This book by an author scheduled to
speak at the 1994 MRA Conference tells
of two brothers who inadvertently
escape the calm of modem life and
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moral ending. It is a great collection to
use with older students to compare and
contrast versions they may have heard
previously.

POETRY PLUS
Blake, William. The Tyger.
Illustrations by Neil Waldman.
(Harcourt, 1993, $15.95, ISBN 0-15292375-6).
The poem, first published in 1794, is
brought to life for any age reader in this
superb, vibrantly colored edition. The
final fold-out illustration as the creature
steps out of the night is spectacular!

Weisman,
Joan. The
Storyteller.
Illustrations
by David P.
Bradley.
(Rizzoli, 1993,
$15.95, ISBN
0-84 78-1742-

Huck, Charlotte, Selector. Secret
Places. Illustrations by Lindsay Barrett
George. (Greenwillow, 1993, $15.00,
ISBN 0-688-11669-8 TR).
This anthology has nineteen poems
describing secret places-both real and
imagined. Various poets, such as David
McCord, Karla Kuskin and Myra Cohn
Livingston share their love for a special
place, whether it is a bed of autumn
leaves, within a cobweb, or lost in the
pages of a book

3).

This book,
by an Ann
Arbor author,
tells the story of nine-year-old Rama,
who must move to the city from her
home in Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico,
while her father recovers from a long illness. She befriends a lonely old woman
and changes her life with a gift of a storyteller doll. Their friendship grows as
the two share stories-first with each
other and then with the other children of
the neighborhood. Crossing generations
and cultures, this is indeed a touching
story of a growing friendship.

Jacobs, Leland. Just Around the
Corner: Poems About the Seasons.
Illustrations by Jeff Kaufman. (Holt,
1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-8050-2676-2).
As a beginning teacher in the 1960's
when the basals didn't work, I turned to
the poetry of Leland Jacobs. This book is
a brand-new, brightly colored edition of
an old tattered book which introduced
my students to reading. I am delighted a
new generation will continue to enjoy
the words of this gifted man. He was a
wonderful teacher and poet!

Yolen, Jane. Here There Be Dragons.
Illustrations by David Wilgus. (Harcourt,
1993, $16.95, ISBN 0-15-209888-7).
The title comes from a saying on
ancient sailing maps, indicating to travelers that uncharted, perhaps dangerous
water lay ahead. This collection is by a
master storyteller who has her own
views of this mythical beast. There are
thirteen stories and poems, including
one with a recipe for making your own
custom-built dragon.

STORYTELLING TRADITIONS
Perrault, Charles. The Complete

Fairy Tales of Charles Perrault.
Illustrations by Sally Holmes. (Clarion,
1993, $18.95, ISBN 0-395-57002-6).
Newly translated by Neil Philip and
Nicoletta Simborowski, these classic
eleven tales are not for the faint-hearted.
Little Red Riding Hood ends up in the
wolfs stomach. The moral is that pretty
young girls shouldn't stop to talk to
strangers. Each tale comes with its own
MI CHIGAN READING JO U RNAL

FOR OLDER READERS
Avi. Nothing But the Truth: A
Documentary Novel. (Orchard, 1991,
$14.95, ISBN 531-05959-6)
Philip Malloy doesn't like English
class or his homeroom teacher. When he
42
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hums along with the daily tape of "The
Star Spangled Banner," he is sent to the
office for being disrespectful. The entire
episode is picked up by the media, and
soon escalates to national attention.
Presented in stark documentary style,
the reader is left to discover the truth
when a situation suddenly spirals out of
control.
Birdseye, Tom. Just Call Me Stupid.
(Holiday, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-8234-10455).
Patrick is in the fifth grade and can't
read. He has learned to retreat into his
own special world in which he is the
brave White Knight. However, he gets a
new neighbor, Celina, who loves to read,
wants to be Patrick's friend, and invades
his secret place. She really thinks he's
smart, and hands in a dictated copy of a
story Patrick created about the White
Knight to a newspaper contest. Patrick
wins. How he deals with all this, learning
to read, and believing in himself is a very
special story!

This is the book that I won't have to
write. Carol Avery has done a superb job
of describing the classroom that I
believe in and believe that I have.
Literature is the base for her reading
program, and her students are writing
and reading in this learner-centered
classroom. Primary level teachers will
find many practical and theoretical
applications.
Cullinan, Bernice E. Let's Read About:
Finding Books They'll Love to Read.
(Scholastic, 1993, $3.95-Scholastic Book
Clubs $.95, ISBN 0-590-4 7462-6).
This is a book to help parents find the
perfect book for their budding readers.
Suggestions to turn children into avid
readers as well as lists of recommended
books are given for many topics and age
levels. The book has many great ideas
for teachers as well as parents.
Willard, Nancy. Sister Water. (Knopf,
1993, $21.00, ISBN 0-679-40702-2).
A novel by Willard means a mix of
magic and mystical along with the reality
of walking the streets of Ann Arbor.
When Jessie Woolman grows old, and
her two daughters are faced with the
realities of caring for her, all must face
important transitions in their lives.
People, such as Sam who is hired to look
after Jessie, and a real estate developer
who wants to buy some of their property, enter their lives. Then Sam is accused
of murder, and their lives are turned
around again. This is another complex
novel of family life and love from this
talented former Michigan resident.

MacLachlan, Patricia. Baby.
Delacorte, 1993, $13.95, ISBN 0-38531133-8).
When twelve-year-old island-resident
Larkin finds a baby in a basket with a
note asking the family to care for her, it
forces the family to confront the loss of
their own child. Should they love this
child with the knowledge that one day
her mother will return and claim her?
How the little girl is the catalyst for the
family to explore their hidden pain and
loss is a touching story of the power of
love and communication.

ADULT PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL READING
Avery, Carol. And with a Light
Touch: Learning about Reading,
Writing, and Teaching with First
Graders. (Heinemann, 1993, $25.00,
ISBN 0-435-08787-8).
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